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Trail Count Progran©Overviewc¢ AlbanyHudson Electric Trail

The Hudson River Valley Greenway (HRVG) constructed and operates the HAliokson

Electric Trail (AHET), a-Blerecreationald NI A f GNJF Af € Ay wSyaaStl SN |
Thenon-motorizedAHET trail is Heeet wide with gentle grades and an imwexd surface

welcoming bicyclists, walkers and runners of all ages and abilifies trail is open yeamound
fromdawntodusk¢ KS 11 9¢ G NI Af A& LdhinEmpeeBtate &ral, ., 2 NJ { G
which runs from New York City to Canada and Buftalalbany.

In 2021, HRVG initiated a formal progranctlectR I G 2y G KS Llzof A 0Qa dza$
Data is being collected in two formats:

1. AHETAutomated Counters

1 In October 2021, HRVG installed four automated trail counters along the iAHET
(two in Rensselaer County and two in Columbia Courftged t &. NEREdunters,
manufactured by the company E€punter, use an infrared sensor to record the
number of trail users passing by the unit, and store data in hourly increments
allowingdetailedanalysis of trail use patterns on aourly, daily, and monthlpasis.

1 The units are not a camera, do not collect information about specific trail users, and
R2y Qi RAFFSNBYGAFIGS 0SGsSSy oA0elftrada Iy
number of people passing the counter.

T Il weDQ& F2dzNJ NI Af O zroaytinibedgmentsSEa® Ay adl £ £ SF
Greenbush, Nassau, North Chatham, and Kinderhddle countersollected data
for a full year.

1 Thefour AHETcounters registered a total ©168,238trail usersduring the
12-month period from November 1, 2021 to October 31, 2022

U Town of East Greenbush: 54,555visits
U Village of Nassau: 31,798visits
0 Hamlet of North Chatham: 33,379visits
U Village of Kinderhook: 48,506visits

1 Notethe 168,238users were counted at four distinct locations, and therefore
capture only a fraction of the total number of trail visitors along thendie AHET
route. HRVG moved the counters to four new locations in November 2022, in East
Greenbush, $wdack, Niverville, and Stuyvesant, where the countersrantiain in
placeF 2 NJ mH Y2y (i Kal ¢i22 RO2{dEO( ¢oKeSS ITNIf f 2 6 A Yy 3
move the four counters to new location.y HnaHn> | FGSNI GKNBES &S|
collected at 1Zpecificlocations, HRVG will have sufficient data to project total
annual visitation to the 3@nile AHET trail.



2. VisualAHETTrail Use Surveys
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differentiate between traiuser typeqwalkers, runners, bicyclists, etc.).

1 Tounderstandhow peopleusethe AHET trail, HRVG staff completed visual surveys
of trail users at varied locatioruring Septemberand October 2022.

1 Visual surveys were collected during 60 aneh@iiute periods ateightlocations
along the trailin East Greenbush, Schodack, Nassau, Chatham, and Kinderhook
Data was collectedver a total ofl4 hours. Surveys occurredn a mix of weekdays
and weekends, andt different timesof the day(mid-day, afternoms, and early
evenings). All counts occurred on days without rain (ranging from sunny to cloudy),
with temperatures from 60 to 75 degreesconditions amenable to all types of trail
use.

Results of Visual Surveys of AHET Trail User Types

This sectiompresents the results of visual surveys of 333 AHET trail obsesvedat eight
locations over a total of fourteen hours.

Bicycle Vs. Pedestrian Use

M Pedestrians account fo56% of AHET visitors.
1 Bicyclists account fo#4% of AHET visitors.

This splitg slightly morepedestrianghan bicyclistsg is typical for rail trail visitation statewide
during spring, summer, and fall montftkis ratio does not apply to the winter season, when
bicycle usage drops to very low levalsm December throug March. Forboth pedestrians
and bicyclistsvirtually all visitorsvere small groups of 1 to 4 peoplékry few groups of 5 or
largerwere observed

Typesof Pedestrian Visitors:

1 Walkers (without pets): 69%
1 Walkers With Dogs: 14%
1 WalkersPushing Child Strollers: 9%
1 Runners: 5%
1 Sateboards &Kick Scooters 3%

100% of Pedestriavisitors

Walkers compris®2%o0f AHET pedestrian visitofcluding visitors walking dogs and pushing
strollers) Dogwalking is a popular activityone of every seven pedestrians brings a dog to the
trail (dogs are allowed on the trail, but must be on leash at all times and owners must clean up



after their pets). Small numbers of runners, skateboarders, &k scooter riders (e.gazors)
comprise the balance of pedestrians

Types of Bicycle Users

i1 Traditional Pedal Bikes, All Types92%
1 EBikes (e.g. electric bicycles): 8%
100% of Bicyclists

A wide range of bicyclistssit the trail,from casual/recreational ridensicluding small children
just learning to rideto high-end gravel andoad-bikes to riderson touring bikescarrying gear
for multi-day trips.

| wDQ& GNI Af dzaS NB-Bikes (bidyidsta with eldctficfagsigt motdrd). a4 & L 9
EBike use is modesaccounting fol8% ofAHEicyclists

NYS law requirdsicyclistsunder the age ol4to wear helmets, antHRVG strongly encourages
helmet use bybicyclistsof all ages.Combining regular bicycles andHikes,74% of all bicyclists
wear helmets, wherea26% do not

lllegal Motorized Vehicles

No illegal motorized vehicles (cars, ATVs, UTVs, dirt bikes) were observed on AHET during the
trail surveys, which totaled4 hoursof surveys spread acrossvenlocations along the trail
route.

Site-Specific Automated Counter Results

Detailed information about the four automated infrared trail counters is presented below. The
arxisSa NS fAAGSR ay2NIK (2 az2dziKoé



East Greenbushrail Counter

The AlbanyHudson Electric Trail section in the Town of East Greenbush is a pavedi ¥2de

trail. It is heavily used, drawing local users from surrounding residential neighborhoods, visitors
who travel to the traifrom the capital district, and londistance Empire state Trail users from
across the nation and other countries.

Above:ithe AHET Trail in East Greenbush, Rensselaer County

The East Greenbush counter was instaftadtwelve months on the AHET traikar the
intersection withElectric Avenue:

91 During the 12 months, a total &4,555trail users passed the trail counter.

1 Average daily visitation wds0 trail usergper day.

9 Daily visitation varied greatly due s2asons and dailyeather conditions.

9 Trail use ranged from a high 870people onMay 29" and again on July™to a low of
only 8 visitors onJanuary 28.



Monthly AHH Trail Counts in East Greenbush

Calendar Month| Monthly Users
November 2021 2,767
December 2021 2,351

January2022 908

February 2022 1,133
March 2022 2,840
April 2022 4,890
May 2022 6,800
June 2022 7,505
July 2022 7,180
August 2022 7,060
September 2022 6,058
October 2022 5,063
Annual Total = 54,555




Village of Nassadrail Counter

TheAlbanyHudson Electric Trail section in the Village and Town of Nassau is a pa¥ect 1
wide trail. It dravglocal users fronNassauyisitorsdriving toaccess the trail from the large
trailhead parking arean John Streein the Village and longdistance bicyclists.

Above: trail bidge over the Valatie Kill in Nassam a Fall day.

HRVG installed a counter for twelve months on the AHET trail slightly oibRbute 20

91 During the 12 months, a total @f1,798trail users passed the trail counter.
1 Average daily visitation wa¥ per day.



Monthly AHH Trail Counts irthe Village of Nassau

Calendar Month| Monthly Users
November 2021 1,513
December 2021 975
January 2022 282
February 2022 446
March 2022 1,522
April 2022 3,506
May 2022 4,374
June 2022 4,490
July 2022 4,539
August 2022 3,946
September 2022 3,554
October 2022 2,651
Annual Total = 31,798




North ChathamTrail Counter

The AlbanyHudson Electric Trail section in the hamlet of North Chatham isfadtQvide trail
with a compacted stonedust surface. While it draws local users from the community of North
Chatham, most visitors access the trail from the trailhead parkiag an Depot Street, or

bicycle down the trail fronthe Village of Nassau (to the north) or Niverville and Kinderhook (to
the south)

Above: the AHET trail in North Chatham has a compacted stonedust surface.

HRVG installed a counter for twelve mbaton the AHET trail slightly south of the Trolley
Station on County Route 32:

1 During the 12 months, a total &3,379trail users passed the trail counter.
1 Average daily visitation w&sl/per day.
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